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1927 01 18 

H.L. Hughes spoke on how town planning could be improved. The last 1 (K) years have seen an 
enormous increase in population and as a result town planning if not a problem for the future but more 
for the immediate present. The traffic, the sewers, the gas or electricity all have to be thought of. 

There are roads from the foot of the Gogs to Shelford and Stapleford which only contain one or two 
houses along them. Buses may pass the door but one has to go miles for a doctor, a church or a 
school. In a few years’ time people will not live in such places and these houses will be left to fall 
down and spoil the approach to the town 

1927 02 14 

The Rural Planning Sub-Committee is preparing a scheme to submit to Cambridge Council - not only 
for the area around its borders but including all the villages from Histon to Stapleford. It was 
important at a regional survey should be made now, before unconsidered development complicated 
the problem too much. Questionnaires sent out to the Women’s Institutes had brought valuable 
suggestions of things to be preserved. The County Council was considering a comprehensive scheme. 


1929 11 23 

The parliamentary secretary to the Minister of Health visited Stapleford for the stone-laying of the 
5(X)th council house erected by the Rural District Council. It might be a good thing for Ministers of 
the Crown to come down to such places and see the conditions under which they were working. The 
former Housing Officer, Mr Bunnett, had been responsible for practically all the houses but the red 
brick comers on the present scheme were added by his successor. If they adopted every suggestion 
made there would be some very funny houses by the time they were finished. The party then went on 
to Harston were they viewed a new type of cottages built of concrete and timber with an old-world 
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Pres e n t ed to 


H-JW fc 




on the occasion of his visit 


to The George & Vulture Tavern 


24 th September 2001 
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Theatre, Barnwell. 

•Tic jPlf'JSfirior’# fivnt appearance in Catnbriilffi, 

The present Drama of “PICKWICK." Iim> been Iwmoured by CROWDED HOUSES, 
and greeted by shout* of laughter ;uui reiterate! peal* of applause, ujioii i ven 
representation, anti has ktn ncknowludgetl by tin* Public Press to be tin* ••ONLY 
SUCCESSFUL ADAPTATION OF THE PICKWICK PAPERS ! M 

On MONDAY, September 24, I 838i 

Will Ik* presented u COM I C D It A M A. in Three Acts. (EXHIBITING THE 
LIFE AM) MANNERS OF THE PRESENT DAY) cntitlc<l 

PICKWICK 


Ur tin* Saying* and Doings of 


Sill WELLER! 

Adapted expressly for this r heat re, Irom the celebrated ••PICKWICK PAPERS, b\ 

BOZ 2!! 

Th. ILL tJHJ'ltJi'Fl OXHy ilrniijnnl it ml • i * ratal, by /topulnr M* MM M r Mt~a 

The New Muflic* by Mr. Pindar, 

.. _ _iKaaiwI rff. 
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Mike Petty, Principal Librarian of 
the Cambridgeshire Collection, 
discovers the 1838 diary of Samuel 
Pickwick’s visit to Cambridge 



Dusting off the 
pages in search 
of knowledge 


T HAT Samuel 
Pickwick 
visited 
Cambridge in 

September 1838 is 
not in doubt. 

He was seen by some 
scores of people at the 
Theatre Royal in 
Barnwell promoting his 
recently published 
reminiscences, though 
the audience were 
distinctly unimpressed. 

The editor of the 
Cambridge Chronicle 
could not fail to 
acknowledge the 
presence in their midst 
of one of the most 
famous personages of 
the day but commented 
“with Pickwick at the 
theatre we turned to 
other papers”. 

Yet if Pickwick’s long 
forgotten presence is 
without dispute there is 
a lingering mystery. 

For a man such as he 
arriving at a such a place 
as Cambridge in a such a 
year as 1838 could not 
have failed to observe 
the everyday life of the 
community, especially as 
that ordinary life was at 
the time most 
extraordinary. 

Cambridge was in 
turmoil, the town 
council reeling from the 
impact of municipal 
reform, the mayor 
accused of profiteering 



D R A M A, in 'Thnee 


Trumpington street in Samuel Pickwick's time 


Poster proof of Mr Pickwick's visit to Cambridge, 1838 


from the new police 
force and the university 
of exceeding its powers 
over pubs. 

Everywhere building 
was taking place from 
the grand developments 
of new Fitzwilliam 
Museum and University 
Library to the new 
workhouse on Mill 
Road and the small 
streets of New Town. 

Inclosure Commis¬ 
sioners were at work in 
the open fields of 
Chesterton and specul¬ 
ators were discussing the 


new railway line which 
was even then pushing 
north from London. 

All this Pickwick 
discovered, but there 
was more. 

During his sojourn he 
met rogues and 
vagabonds, befriended 
prostitutes and 

professors, stagecoach 
drivers and tradesmen 
eking a living despite 
proctorial disapproval. 

He saw at first hand 
the wealth of the 
colleges and the squalor 


of the 
Barnwell backstreets. 

All of this he recorded 
intending to share it 
with the members of the 
Corresponding Society 
he had established to 
report journeys and 
adventures and 

observation of character 
and manners. 

Yet that information 
was never imparted. 

For some reason when 
Pickwick left Cambridge 
his notes did not. 

On 1st April was 


discovered in a dusty 
attic in St Andrew’s 
Street a parcel 
besmirched with soot. 

When opened it was 
found to contain a 
folder packed with 
cuttings, posters, 
handbills and prints 
together with a 
notebook in a small 
crabbed hand full of 
abbreviations and 
contractions, difficult in 
the extreme to decipher. 

Their actual where¬ 
abouts must remain a 
secret and, given the 


date of discovery, it 
could all be a hoax. 

But there can be to my 
mind no doubt. 

With the wealth of 
detail and observation 
never brought together 
before this can only be 
the lost Cambridge 
scrapbook of Samuel 
Pickwick 

NEXT WEEK Mike 
Petty starts to 
explore the 
contents of the 
scrapbook of 1838 
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“ In many parts of tho town of Cambridge tl»c dwellings 
of the poor are also in the most dispnicelul condition, 
might refer to Kiny-strwt and the alley** loading therefrom* 
to ^hrist’H-lane, and other places. Hut perhaps the worst 


of all is n 
holies wliic 


olnce called the Falcon-yard. In one of tin 


place ..- -... ... 

1, 1 visited there were thirteen families residing. 
In a room on one of the floors lived a man, his wife, and 
five children. The eldest hoy was sixteen years of age, the 
eldest girl, a little over fourteen, having been for several 
months a common prostitute, and three younger children, 
together with the parents, all slept in one and the same 
room : the eldest boy and girl and two other children m one 
bed on the floor, the father, mother, and one child, on a 
stump bedstead, 'fhe number of persons residing in this 
Falcon-yard, I was informed, was about 300. I here are 
two privies for the use of the whole ot the inhabitants, but 
as they arc at a distance of about fifty yards trout some pot - 
tion of tho premises, those of the inhabitants who have 
back windows to their rooms are in the habit ot throwing 
all their refuse out of the windows on fa a large dung-heap 
in the Fed Lion-yard, the reeking steam from which is 
constantly penetrating the rooms. * Here, said one of she 




























































































































































































































MEMBERS of the OLD CORPORATION of CAMBRIDGE before the PARLIAMENTARY 


COMMISSIONERS, in 1833, from u Punch in Cambridge." 

8 0 3 IS 

Alderman Abbott Mr. Harm. Town Clerk. Alderman Co*. ComroMmnr* 

8 7 5 4 Long and 

Uudford, Muror'o ScrjcanL Mr.Spam-r. Treasurer. Alderman Cotton. Aldcrmau Furcluu. liucklc. 


'f'SN 












30 









31 





































































32 























































35 












1 LLU ST RATIONS OFTHE W J-J J C ” POOR 


LAW — SY A PAUPER 



vV\f 

: SUPPORTED 


t.*f 


l ft mt$ ■ 


BARN-[LL WORK HOUSE 
SPRING RICL | 

•esq* 

GEORGE PRYMEl 
COVtRNORS 


.< ■ —- 

RU LLS UNDER 
44.5 wr IV- 
NO ALLOWANCE 

CRUEL T WICE 
A WUK. 

NO fOOD ON 


V IN VOLUNTARY i 

. b, -v*'- 1 ; 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


m v ^ v y • v 


-L 


NO fathers 


allowed here 


r c » 


bt+” 

BASTARDS 





























































37 







William Reader, milium Turner, and David Howard, 

. _I * _ I _ 4 I .. _ _ 


Wlio Suffered *n Saturday, April 3, 1830, in frot.rol the County GaoI at Cnml.ri.lffc. for wilfully and malicio^ly d^troyi,,, „> re nd Stark. ot 
tom, and other property, Mongmy to .Mr. Clnlk, of Linton, ami Mr. Hatch, „f llmllingbani, in thi« County. 


‘Hie wreteliod men who have jU>t!\ forfeited their 
lite« tb* day to the offended Jaw* of their country, 
were all in the situation of labourer*, principally em¬ 
ployed in agriculture, and other business connected 
willi rural affairs. At the materials for biographical in 
formation relating to jarisons engaged in tnotie huruhle 
persirit*. must necessarily be blender, ne shall proceed 
at once to a brief detail of the circumstance* which 
led to their conviction of the atrori »u* deed for which 
they have this day suffered. 

WILLIAM READER,aged20,aiul WILLIAM 
'I UHNER *g*d ~2, were arrainged at the last .Sum¬ 
mer Assize* on a charge of arson, in wllAi ,B ~ 
nia ciously setting fire l<> u haulm -stack lxd° r iffW 
Mr Chalk, of Linton,«in thi* county, on the* H® 
Maxell, 182th when several barns and other bu 
containing a large quantity of coni, were cleat 

About a week alter the fire, Robert Casbo 
married Reader 1 * sister,.suspecting bis brotliei 
bud been engaged in burning the Macks, he vnl 
into his house, and asked him if he w as not coi 
in the fire, when Reader, under a strict proi 
secrecy, cqoTiwied to him that Turner and 
lmd agreed to have u blaze somewhere, un<l 


unci found the sN.ck yarn in a blaze* and in a few 
hours the whole of his slock, valued atjCtiOUU. was eu 
tirely consumed. Some witnesses saw the prisoners 
drinking ui a public house in the neighbourhood 
when some remarkable expressions wi re used respect¬ 
ing tin* fire. Suspicion having fallen upon Howard 
from this and other circumstance*, he was taken into 
custody and conveyed to Rury Gaol. On his way to 
that place, and likewise before the magistrates, he 
confessed that be set fire to Mr. Hatch's property, 
nml that Bullinan, and two others, tiumed Skarrow 
and Jackson, assisted him in doing if. But a few 
♦lavs previous lo the trial, and :tfi #»r t,,. Iiurl Isrw.n n*. 


DYING WORDS 




t une tunc at !• reckenhara, but a short divu ee frot 
Mr. Hatch's, which was situated across the tor, I 

the county of Suffolk. The sleeping inm.,,(S ha 
*'>me difficulty in craping with their )iv nn 
thereby becoming the innocent victims of hUdi <Mic; 
design. His infamous attempt to implicute e 
other persons in the cruel act, is scarcely paralleled i 
the history of crime, and make* us shudder in tl. 
melancholy contemplation that so much cold bloode 
'Hlany could be nurtured in the human heart 
Howard, we believe, was a native of Chippei 
ham. At the time of the fire ho resided with h: 

fatfi#r «♦ Haiilin<rlmm ftw» _r A» 


and CONFESSION OF 



Elias Lucas Mary Reader, 

► were? Executed thin morning (April 13) in front of the County (ioaiat Cambridge, for the wilful MURDER of S US AX LUCAS. 

FE CHARACTER. Ac. al»U!; I haae dreamed th fire I thaJI be rnher heZa UhwluW hi «Zk (>Uo~tmmUkU) sn CniTFRflflTAV 

re, OAAOAVAA** . hamrrd or trananrwtod : On-t»-/le fc— >, an „h .UO-kr-^Mr m lU Wl pl.r—<W k. * „ WJrigialOlf. 

^ * JU.. i fe«d «. tv p.,*a I & ; *r * »■ ! ■■■ 

u«*«. fmkmmom .Voppo*u rod of <U —Am W OW A, 

1C* \ mi*™ mmtoer^of for W. m4 effmeU « «. u m.k* » ? A,. mmUu^Lr <i 

•UW Heeler ~ui. “ I | >raawwM», pw,iw« tW iW. «wk m. 


happy being* who tbw d*y (orbital 
to l»e offended Uw* of their country 
(ht up in mJoUrioo* bnbiu and burn- 
itence* *t Coatia Camp*, *i»oui three 
JlarerhiU. wa* *n a*riciit- 

rer, and bred with hi* wife *t the 

mJ >11 Ium . WU -iHfur la rrimM mi 


Ule; I luee dreamed thrire I .h»JI l>e Htber 
tuoced or Iraruftorted ; *be bade Sun banwh^ 

•ueh Oumffhu from hi* mind n onk teoriac U> f***’**^ t ,T ~ j bay 4 ~Z u r '• ■ , 

make him mwerabk. It ia Init juM to the ^ 1 * ?** *} ***** .T ^ f ? fw ** %k ^ A ! 

mory ot ihejtoor u,««., -• M. A 

#**[ and affectionate wife. The. neiaoner had • 
nerer brmthed one word again* her, but ae.| 

knowM*rd *he had been a kind, gc^l-hearied | nM cJ» •'•wl u imrlV pomommf wy-wur. || 
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GROUP OF BUILDINGS IN CAMBRIDGE. 


A CURIOUS 
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for dinn fi WaS f ° r the Week ' Four days » the week I had 

the other th" T"* ° f . C °° ked me&t and bread or Potatoes; for 
br »d- L wl r f , ap,nt a " d 8 “ ° f ^ *« —es of 

were lessft ” Were more tha “ thrc e girls there—if there 

. our ’ ’t was twelve ounces of suet pudding The 

ZTawT ou r n Th s of bread and one ou,,cc of ° hee “- 1 thi " k 

table a conv of 1 ■ u r aCCOUUt exactl - v corresponds with the dietary 

is a blue t : i " UCh 1 t0 ° k Whcn in the S P inn 'ng House.] There 
blUe Stn P 6d Cotto » dress for you, if you like to wear it but if 

and IZe7lZ™ r Zvv preT ^ ^ ^ “ tbe ^ 00m > 

be sure fi * 7 P ^ C0nversatl0n a *d goings on. you may 

proceedini but T* ° U *° ^ S ° me aCCOUnt of tbe 

Publicity to'the m .]‘ e; nZ t S no h pLce ha r Cter *“ ' ^ ‘° «*" 
the pump in the k trh “ , , 1 , U! to wash at - except at 

oIva „a - . „ , and when 1 was there last they wonldoV 
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